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did upon the territory involved, was vitally
interested in the conflicts that followed. More-
over, Iowa had been "a steadfast Democratic
State. It had voted for two presidential candi-
dates, Oass and Pierce. In .... Con-
gress it had two Democratic senators, one
Democratic and one Whig representative. Both
of the senators and the Democratic represent-
ative voted for the Kansas-Nebraska Bill; the
Whig representative did not vote."10

The southern half of the State was strongly
pro-slavery, while the northern portion had
been settled from the regions in the Bast that
were opposed to slavery extension. It was in
Iowa that the first election after the enactment
of the Kansas-Nebraska Bill was to be held.
James W. Chimes who had been nominated for
Governor by the Whigs was endorsed by a Free
Soil convention. He conducted an aggressive
campaign during which he visited nearly every
part of the State, driving from county to county
in his own conveyance. His election in August
by 23,325 votes over his Democratic opponent,
who received 21,202 votes, marked the end of
Democratic supremacy for thirty-five years.
Another result of this election was the choice
of an avowed anti-slavery man to the United
States Senate. Fremont carried the State in
1856; and two years later Grimes was sent to
the Senate.11
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